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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 2000-301381 

Examiner's Notice Date: May 27, 2004 

Examiner: A. Nishijima 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion about the 
rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

1. The inventions recited in the following claims are unpatentable under 
section 29*'*'* of the Patent Law on the grounds that the inventions are 
considered the same as the invention described in the specification and 
the drawing(s) originally attached to the request of the following 
application, which was filed before, and disclosed after, the filing date of 
this application and that the inventor of the present application is not 
considered to be the inventor of the cited application, and at the time of 
the filing of this application, the applicant is not considered to be the 
applicant of the cited application. 

2. The application fails to satisfy the requirements under Section 36 
(6)(ii) of the Patent Law, on the grounds that the claims mentioned below 
are defective in the following respects. 



REMARKS 



Re: Reason 1 

Re: Claims 1 and 6 

Patent Application A. Jpn. PaL Application No. 11-166104 (Jpn. PaL Appln. 
KOKAI Publication No. 2000-338464) 

In the invention described in Patent Application A identified above, voltage 
application from a positive polarity or negative polarity is also considered and selected. 
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Therefore, there is no substantial difference between the inventions defined in the 
above-identified claims and the invention described in Patent Application A Identified 
above. 

Re: Reason 2 
Re: Claim 1 

The mere recitation "a polarity controller which reverses the polarity of the image 
signal..., and said selected polarity control manner being smaller in the total of 
brightness deviation generated in a frame immediately after the amplitude change for 
each of predetermined brightness transitions" in claim 1 does not clarify whether the 
polarity control means is configured so as to perform dynamic control based on a 
gradation value of each image signal or whether the polarity control means is 
configured have a control mode selected in advance for each panel. 

Re: Claim 2 

(2) Claim 2 recites, "a signal applying section which applies an image signal to a 
pixel of said liquid crystal material for every three or more fields forming one frame". 
This recitation is unclear as regards the structure Indicated thereby. It is unclear, for 
example, whether an image signal is applied once for every three or more fields, or 
whether an image signal is applied for each field. Furthermore, it is unclear how an 
image signal is applied in a case where one frame is formed of four fields. 

(3) Claim 2 recites, "comprising a polarity controller which reverses the polarity of 
the Image signal in one frame period". This recitation Is unclear as regards whether the 
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polarity of an image signal is reversed within one frame period or in every frame period. 
It is further unclear whether the polarity of the image signal is reversed within one frame 
period and in every one frame period. 

(4) Claim 2 recites, "the polarity controller being configured to apply the image signal 
of a first polarity for each field in a first one of two successive periods obtained by 
dividing the frame period, and to apply the image signal of a second polarity opposite to 
the first polarity and of fixed amplitudes for each subsequent field in a second one of 
the two successive periods". In this recitation, terms such as "for each frame period" 
and "for each subsequent field" are unclear as regards which manner of signal 
application is specifically assumed. Thus, the technique of the invention recited in the 
above-identified claim cannot be clearly understood. Furthermore, a mere recitation "of 
fixed amplitudes" is unclear as regards whether the fixed amplitude is determined 
according to the image signal. For this reason, the technical significance of the fact that 
the polarity controller reverses an image signal is unclear. Furthermore, the 
relationship between "period" and "field" is unclear. 

Re: Claim 6 

Refer to the indication in regard to claim 1 stated above. 
Re: Claim 7 

Refer to the indication in regard to claim 2 stated above. 

(The claims, which are not mentioned in this Official Action, are not rejected. If a new 
reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action will be issued.) 
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Prior Art Search Report 
Searched Field: IPC 7*^ ed. 

G09G 3/00-3/38 

G02F 1/133 505-580 
Prior-Art Documents: 

Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-010076 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-019485 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-275615 

These documents do not constitute the reason for rejection. 

[If the applicant has any questions or wishes to have an interview, please 
contact: Examiner, A. Nishiijima, the 1^* Division of Patent Examination (Nano-Physics), 
TeL.03(3581)1101, Extension 3225, Fax No. 03(3592)8858] 



